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Learning environment supporting the joy of 

learning
- Finnish perspective on the links between the curriculum, learning 

environment and the learning outcome 



School construction norms?

▪ Construction of schools in Finland was
highly norm-controlled until 1993

▪ Today governed by general building acts,
decrees and regulations that steer all
construction (constructional safety,
HVAC, electricity)

▪ In school legislation there is only one
section: ”A pupil participating in
education shall be entitled to a safe
learning environment ” (29 §, Basic
Education Act 628/1998)



New national curricula of schools

▪ Early childhood education and care (2018)
▪ Pre-primary education (2016)
▪ Basic education (2016)

▪ General upper secondary education (2019)

…Learning environments are in key role

▪ https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/new-
national-core-curriculum-for-basic-education.pdf

Finnish National Agency for Education has published…

https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/new-national-core-curriculum-for-basic-education.pdf


Captions from curricula

Learning environments refer to 
spaces and places as well as 
communities and practices 

where studying, and learning 
take place.

Well-functioning learning 
environments promote 

interaction, participation, and 
community knowledge building. 

They also enable active 
collaboration with out-of-school 

communities or experts.

The goal of the development of 
learning environments is that 

the learning environments form 
a pedagogically diverse and 

flexible entity.

Learning environments should 
provide opportunities for 
creative solutions and for 

examining and researching 
things from different 

perspectives.

The school's space solutions, 
with their furniture, equipment 
and tools, shall make it possible 

to support the pedagogical 
development of teaching and 

the active participation of 
students.



Information files serie for School and 
Kindergarten Design

Finnish Building Information Foundation has published… (2019)



Pedagogical plan is done before the design… 
definition of goals and work methods



School concepts and models…



Working areas and zoning
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Trends in Finnish schools

▪ Strong sense of community
▪ Multifunctional, more open, flexible 

and transparent learning environments
▪ Playfulness and joy of learning 

emphasized



Saunalahti School, 
Espoo



Saunalahti
School, 
Espoo



Saunalahti 
School, 
Espoo



Saunalahti
School, 
Espoo



Latokartano School, 
Helsinki
• Grades 1-9 (age 7-15) 

• 700 pupils
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Puotila
School, 
Helsinki
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Puotila
School, 

Learning 
space




